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Long road for nuclear veterans

By SHELLEY TOPP

Mururoa Nuclear Veterans
Group members, who were
aboard two frigates sent to
Mururoa Atoll by the New
Zealand Government in July
1973, visited Rangiorn last
Friday

I'he frigntes HMNZS (rago
und HMNZS Contertnery were
part of'a multhnational protest
sgadnst French atmospheric
nuclear testing in French
Polynesta

Earlier that vear the New
Zealand and Australian
govornments took the French
Government to the
Intormationa! Court of Justioe
o foree France to end nuelear
tosting in the regrion. The count
ruled agninst Franee but it
refused Lo secept the court's
T ruling

The Mururoa Nuclewr
Veteruns Group visited
Ranglora as partof u
nationwide tour to talk to
members about their
entitlements under the
Ans Support Act 2014

A review of the act has been
tabled in Parliament by the
Minister for Veterans Ron
Mark

Although the 1573 protest
wins widely considered n
success by politielnns It is now
clouded by the ill-health ol
veterans and their ftamilies, the
VeLerans sy

“"Only 300 of the 500 of us who
went on the mission are still
alive,” says Gavin Smith, from
Marton, who was aboard the

Conterbicry. " OF those 300 the

!

Time to reflect .
Returned and Services Association national office project officer Richard Terrlll, Ranglora RSA

president lan Thompson, and Veterans Affairs New Zealand senior case manager Dave Foley, ot the
Rangiora RSA’s clubrooms.

majority have had abnormal
cuncers,” he says. “Thelr
childran and grandehildren
also had problems. The
on board the frigates
were assured by the Govern
ment ot the time that they wore
nol betng pul in harm’s way
and thut ifthey did become i
aller the protest ey would be
looked aller,” Gavin siays
“"Wewere ino sealed
environment during the
nuclear explosion,” he says
Buta few minutes later they
were out on deck observing the
aftermath and, two days later,
satled through the radiation
cloud. Equipment on board

showed high nuclear radiation
levels,

The Government “has a duty
1o support the velerans who
have on-going health 1ssues
attributable to our service in
therr deployment to Muraros’
the veterans say

They hope the planned
parliamentary review ol the
wet will bring sbout the support
they seek

In 1906, after 30 yeurs and
193 nuclear tests in French
Polynesia, France ended
nuclear testing in the region

In February 2016 the former
President of France, Francols
Hollande, acknow ledged

Mururons Nuclasr Veterans Group representative Gavin Smith, of Marton, left, witt

during a visitto French
Polynesia, that “the nuclear
tests carvied out between 1566
and 1996 had an environmental
impact which had health
related conseguences, and that
vietims had o legitimate right
to compensation”

Last month the French
Overseas Minister Annick
Gireardin snnounced that o
purtinmentary commission wis
working on compensation
demands

The Mururoa Nuclear
Veteruns were hosted by the
Rangiora Returned and
Soervices Association during
their Ranglorn visit




